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What is Specific Causation?

Specific Causation
Specific causation is the legal and scientific determination of whether the product in question was the direct cause

of a plaintiff’s specific injury. While general causation inquires whether a broader connection exists between a

product and a type of harm, a specific causation assessment focuses on the unique circumstances surrounding a

particular plaintiff’s case. It typically requires expert testimony demonstrating that the alleged defect or issue in the

product was responsible for the specific injuries suffered by the plaintiff. Alternative explanations for the plaintiff’s

specific injuries must also be ruled out—typically via a differential etiology—for specific causation to be established.
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